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and Clay, of Alabama, who conceived that the teachings
of the Republican party tended to produce such char-
acters as John Brown. Trmnbull answered all their
queries promptly, fully, and satisfactorily to his political
friends, if not to his questioners. Nothing in his senatorial
career brought him more cordial letters of approval than
this debate. One such came from Lincoln:

SPRINGFIELD, December 25,1859.

HON. LYMAN TRUMBULL,

DEAR SIB: I have carefully read your speech, and I judge
that, by the interruptions, it came out a much better speech
than you expected to make when you began. It really is an
excellent one, many of the points being most admirably made.

I was in the inside of the post-office last evening when a mail
came bringing a considerable number of your documents, and
the postmaster said to me: "These will be put in the boxes, and
half will never be called for. If Trambull would send them to
me, I would distribute a hundred where he will get ten distrib-
uted this way." I said: "Shall I write thistoTrumbull?" He
replied: "If you choose you may." I believe he was sincere,
but you will judge of that for yourself.

Yours as ever,

A. LINCOLN.

The next in chronological order of the letters of Lin-
coln to Trumbull is the following:

SPKINGFIELD, March 16, I860.
HON. L. TRUMBULL,

MY DEAR SIR: When I first saw by the dispatches that
Douglas had run from the Senate while you were speaking, I
did not quite understand it; but seeing by the report that you
were cramming down his throat that infernal stereotyped lie
of his about "negro equality," the thing became plain.

Another matter; our friend Delahay wants to be one of the
Senators from Kansas. Certainly it is not for outsiders to ob-
trude their interference. Delahay has suffered a great deal in
our cause and been very faithful to it, as I understand. He writes
me that some of the members of the Kansas legislature haveis virtues,
